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Chairman Davis Applauds House Passage of 
D.C. Omnibus Authorization Act 

Act Would Promote Efficiency and Discourage Appropriation Riders 
 
Washington, D.C. – Tom Davis (R-VA), Chairman of the House Committee on 
Government Reform, is pleased to announce that the House of Representatives today 
approved H.R. 3797, “The 2004 District of Columbia Omnibus Authorization Act,” by a 
unanimous vote. 
 

This legislation, introduced by Chairman Davis and Congresswoman Eleanor 
Holmes Norton (D-DC), is intended to be the first annual “D.C. Authorization Bill,” 
giving the District of Columbia a vehicle for moving authorizing provisions that deal 
with either the D.C. Home Rule Act or federal law – things that require congressional 
action.  The annual D.C. authorizing bill would be separate from the appropriations bill. 

 
The purpose of H.R. 3797 is to put in place a process by which the committee of 

jurisdiction – the Government Reform Committee – works with the District to consider 
annually any changes that need to be made to federal laws regarding the District.   

 
“Up to this point, the District has had no choice but to go through the 

appropriations process for assistance on authorization related matters.  We should not be 
making or changing law through the appropriations bill,” Chairman Davis said.  
“Important D.C. reforms have often been held hostage in the appropriations process.  
This legislation paves the way for an annual authorization bill free of contentious 
appropriations debate and helps eliminate riders to the D.C. appropriation.” 

 
Some of the most significant reforms in the authorization bill include reforms to 

the District of Columbia Public School system.  Most significantly, H.R. 3797 would 
provide transparency to the School Board’s budget for the District’s Public School 
system.  This much-needed change in law would require the D.C. School Board to 
reconcile its school budget with the District’s enacted budget, something not currently 
required by existing law. 
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Another education-related reform in the legislation would realign the public 
school system’s budget cycle to match the academic year rather than the fiscal year.  This 
change will help D.C. school administrators improve the accountability and effectiveness 
of the D.C. school system. 
 

H.R. 3797 would also: transfer oversight of D.C.-chartered banks from the Office 
of the Comptroller of the Currency to the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation; extend 
the deadline for D.C. Council consideration of the Mayor’s budget; and make a number 
of other management related changes to federal law requested by the Mayor to improve 
the accountability and effectiveness of the local government.   
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